August 19,2008
Dear Parents,

Welcome to the 2008-2009 school year.  As your child’s Sophomore English teacher, I wanted to inform you about my plans and hopes for this school year.  I am a strong believer in high expectations, discipline, efficient productivity, and parental involvement.  I know that the students will take some time to get to know me, just like I will take some time to get to know them.  I have a strong belief that success is possible when the students and I work hard together to complete all assignments, respect each other, and believe that we can accomplish anything.  I also believe that parental communication can enhance the success of a child.  Please feel free to contact me through email and/or phone with questions or concerns about the class.
Since the first few days will involve getting to know the students, I would really appreciate if you could fill out the next page and send it back to school with your child.  I would like to know some information about your child so that we can have a successful school year.  

The students and I have read through the course syllabus and classroom management plan.  Please read through it again with your child, sign the bottom portion of the last page, and have your child return the signed portion to me.  Please have your child keep the actual pages in a binder for future reference.  

I am looking forward to this semester, and my goal is to help improve the students’ skills in reading, researching, writing, speaking, listening, and critical thinking.  Students are given opportunities to gain self-confidence through speaking and listening experiences that include group discussion, oral readings, and individual speeches.  Students will learn the essential parts of a job interview and practice role-playing an interview to further understand the process. We want to prepare the students for their journey after high school. Sophomore English also requires the students to read, analyze, interpret, and discuss various short stories, novels, drama, and nonfiction. Students will also write expository and persuasive essays with researched information that requires the use of MLA formatting and documentation.  Also, Job Shadowing is now a graded part of the Sophomore English Curriculum.

The following is a list of required materials for my class.  Please help supply your child with the following items:
· Public Speaking Today textbook (should have been received during registration)
· Impact and Nonfiction Readings Across the Curriculum (2 smaller textbooks)


· 3-ring binder (dedicated to English only) AND Dividers with 5 tabs

· Pocket folder (only if binder does not contain pockets)

· Loose leaf paper 

· Black or blue pens

· 3 x 5 or 4 x 6 index cards for speeches (preferably ruled)

I hope and expect students will develop interest and independence in their language arts learning. Although the work may be challenging, I am confident that every student who puts forth the effort will consider this class a rewarding and successful experience. Everyone needs effective listening and speaking skills; therefore, I truly believe that this class is important and informative.  

I wish you and your child a successful, educational, and fun-filled school year.

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Maslowski

EMAIL: mmaslowski@jths.org

PHONE: 815-774-7400 ext. 44246
