COURSE SYLLABUS 2008-2009
COURSE: English 2



INSTRUCTOR: Mrs. Magdalena Maslowski
PERIOD: _____




EMAIL: mmaslowski@jths.org
ROOM: B-107




PHONE: 815-774-7400 ext. 44246
My Background Information

This is my sixth year teaching English and I’m looking forward to another great school year.  I received my Bachelors Degree in English and Secondary Education from North Central College in 2003 and my Masters Degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Concordia University in 2007. I am bilingual because I do speak fluent Polish and English. Please feel free to contact me through email or phone with any questions and/or concerns.  I believe that positive and frequent communication between parents, teachers, and students will make the school year successful for all of us.  
Course Introduction

Welcome to Sophomore English. My goal is to help improve your skills in reading, researching, analyzing, writing, speaking, listening, and critical thinking.  The following information covers several aspects of this English class. Please read through it carefully, sign the last page with a parent or guardian, turn it in to me, and place the syllabus in your binder for safe-keeping so you can refer to it as needed. Your hard work will show in your grade. You are responsible to complete all assignments and projects correctly and timely.  You earn the grade you receive; so, take the time to listen carefully, complete all assignments, and study.
Course Description

In Sophomore English, students are given opportunities to gain self-confidence through speaking and listening experiences that include, but are not limited to, group discussion, oral readings, and individual speeches.  Students will learn the importance of public speaking, the effective ways to give speeches, and appropriate listening skills.  Informative, impromptu, persuasive, and group speeches will be given by the students.  Some of the real-life application activities in this course include students learning the essential parts of a job interview and role-playing an interview to further understand the process.  We want to prepare the students for their journey after high school. 
Sophomore English also requires the students to read, analyze, interpret, and discuss various short stories, novels, drama, and nonfiction. The students will use a variety of literary terms in order to learn to understand them more completely.  For example, they will analyze nonfiction writing like newspapers to find the difference between fact and opinion as well as find the bias and thesis of articles. Students will also write expository and persuasive essays with researched information that requires the use of MLA formatting and documentation.  Job Shadowing is now a graded part of the Sophomore English Curriculum.

Student Expectations
Daily attendance and active participation in class are expected.  Students are to keep an organized binder with notes and coursework. All required materials need to be brought to class everyday.  I expect ALL in-class and homework assignments completed and turned in on time.  Students are expected to follow all the rules, routines, and procedures in the classroom as well as those school-wide rules listed in the student planner. 
Required Materials for Class

Please bring the following items with you to class every day:

· Public Speaking Today textbook

· Impact and Nonfiction Readings Across the Curriculum (2 smaller textbooks)


· 3-ring binder (dedicated to English only)

· Dividers with 5 tabs

· Pocket folder (only if binder does not contain pockets)

· Loose leaf paper 

· Black or blue pens

· JTHS student planner

· 3 x 5 or 4 x 6 index cards for research and speeches (preferably ruled, so you have lines)
Grading Scale
This class works on the following grading scale.  The work you do in my class and for my class determines your grade. In other words, you earn the grades. 

93-100
   A

86-92      B

78-85      C

70-77      D

0-69        F
Your semester grade is 40% 1st Quarter + 40% 2nd Quarter + 20% Final exam.  
Mrs. Maslowski’s Classroom Management Plan for 2007-08
The 5 Rules
1. Follow directions (school-wide rules as listed in the planner).
2. Be seated and ready to learn before the bell rings.
3. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

4. Bring book, notebook, binder, paper, and pen to class everyday.
(*Do not bring food, drinks, headphones, cell phones, coats, or hats to class.)

5. Do not swear, tease, yell, argue, put down, or harass.


Possible Positive Effects for Following the Rules
It is my expectation that all students follow the rules. When I consistently see a student following rules, he or she may be rewarded with verbal praise, positive notes, and positive phone calls home. When the class consistently follows rules, rewards like extra credit may result.  This is my call, not yours.

Consequences for Not Following the Rules
Step 1:  Verbal warning, fill out Behavior Log, see me during pre-dismissal, PAC
Step 2:  Above, you will be the last student out of the room, PAC
Step 3:  Above, last one out, held for 30 seconds, PAC
Step 4:  Above, last one out, held for 1 minute, call parent, PAC 
Step 5:  Above, school referral, PAC
I reserve the right to contact a Parent, Administrator, or Counselor at any step.

The Severe Clause
Fighting, overt defiance (refusal to follow my directions), and/or stopping class from functioning will result in immediate referral to the Dean’s Office for the implementation of the Administrative Discipline System.  

Pre-dismissal Policy

This takes place during the last 3-5 minutes of class.  The following are reasons to see me during pre-dismissal include the following:

· You have a question about the assignment or lesson you did not ask during class;
· You were tardy;
· You were absent the previous day;
· Because of a rule violation, I have asked you to see me.
If you have no issues about which I need to speak with you during pre-dismissal, maintain a low voice level, stay seated, and wait to be dismissed by me, not the bell.

Tardy Policy
When the bell rings to begin the class, you should be seated.  If you are tardy, please do not interrupt the class to explain the reason, just follow the procedure listed below:

· If you have a pass, make sure your name is on it before you hand it to me.

· Fill out the Tardy Log with your name, the date, the period, time you arrived in my class, and the reason you were late. 
· See me during pre-dismissal and we will determine whether your tardy was excused or not.  I will look at the pass you gave me and we will determine if it’s legitimate.

Homework Policy
A majority of the assignments we do in this class are completed during class, so I expect you to work efficiently.  When you are assigned homework, I expect 100% of homework to be completed on the due date.  I expect it at the beginning of class, otherwise it is late.  I accept late work for decreased credit; however, I will announce a date by which late work must be made up or it receives a zero.  After 2 missed assignments, you can expect me to contact your house. 
Your homework needs to be done in one of the following ways:

· Write homework in pen (blue or black) on loose-leaf paper. Please write neatly.

· Type homework on computer, print it, and bring it to class.

I will deduct points if you do not follow this rule and you will be required to redo the incomplete assignment.
Attach a missed assignment sheet to all work not in on time for any reason, late or absent.  These sheets will be located by the homework bins.  Please fill it out completely and accurately. It needs to be stapled to the assignment and placed inside the correct bin.
Absence Policy
During pre-dismissal on the day of your return, you should turn in the work that was due the day of your absence, and ask me about the work that you missed while absent.  You have the number of days you were absent to make up the work.  For example, if you were absent on Monday but came to school Tuesday, you would see me during pre-dismissal Tuesday to hand in the work that was due Monday and get the work you missed Monday.  This work, as well as anything assigned Tuesday, would be due on Wednesday.  See the planner for the school’s policy regarding number of absences allowed.
If you are absent during a test or quiz day, you need to schedule a time with me to make up the work.   All quizzes and tests must be made up before school, after school, or during your study hall/advisory.  You need to see me to schedule the make-up quiz or test.               
Leaving the Room
Come prepared to stay in my class.  Use your time wisely during passing periods because you should not need to use the bathroom during class.  Each teacher has one purple pass per classroom, which will only be used in emergency situations.  I won’t write passes for the bathroom. If you have a pass and will be leaving before the period is over, please bring this to my attention before class begins.  If a call slip comes for you and you miss a portion of my class, you are still responsible for the material, so see me or another student for any work you may have missed.
Scheduling a Meeting with Me

My room is B107.  I have time to meet during the following times: Before 7:20 a.m., during period 6, or after 3:15 p.m.  Please set up an appointment with me earlier in the day or preferably the day before so I do not schedule anything else during that time.   It is difficult to meet with people for extended periods of time during pre-dismissal, so please schedule time for longer meetings. You can speak to me in person or email me at mmaslowski@jths.org.  I will respond after I check my email so that you know if I’m available for the time that you requested.  
The “What Ifs”

· If you need to blow your nose, throw out trash or sharpen a pencil, do it when I’m not talking and no one else is up.

· If I am giving directions, wait until I’m done explaining to ask questions.

· If we are engaged in a lesson, the desk should be clear of anything not relevant to the lesson.  This means work for other classes isn’t on the desk in my class.

· If you plan on sleeping in class you should plan on being woken up as well.
· If you bring a cell-phone, I-Pod, or other electronic device, it will be confiscated and brought to the dean.
· If you are cheating, you will receive a zero for the assignment/assessment and receive a referral to your counselor and/or dean.

My Pet Peeves

· Saggers (You need to be dressed completely and appropriately)
· Attempting to sleep (You need to stay awake in my class at all times—no excuses)
· Standing up before you’re dismissed from class (I dismiss you, not the bell)

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -    -    -    -    -    -   -   -    -     -

Please fill out the information below by reading and signed it carefully.  Please hand this in by the due date and keep the rest in your binder for future reference.  I will return the signed part within a few days so that you have the entire document in your possession.

MRS. MASLOWSKI’S COURSE SYLLABUS AND CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT
 PLEASE PRINT AND SIGN YOUR NAME TO VERIFY THAT YOU HAVE READ AND UNDERSTOOD ALL THE PAGES.  PLEASE RETURN THIS PORTION TO THE TEACHER AND KEEP THE REST IN BINDER.

CLASS PERIOD _______




DATE _________________________
PRINTED STUDENT NAME______________________________________________________________    
STUDENT SIGNATURE_________________________________________________________________    
PRINTED PARENT







OR GUARDIAN NAME _________________________________________________________________    
PARENT OR

 GUARDIAN SIGNATURE _______________________________________________________________    
