About two weeks ago, I picked up a book called “After the Wreck, I picked myself up, spread my wings, and Flew Away” by Joyce Carol Oates from the bookshelf in my classroom.  This 2008-2009 Abraham Lincoln book is quite unique. Joyce Carol Oates grew up in the countryside outside of Lockport, New York, and attended a one-room elementary school.  Her writing career began at the age of 14 when she received her first typewriter and began writing novel after novel in high school and college.  Interestingly enough, she was the valedictorian of her class at Syracuse University and went on to get her master’s degree from the University of Wisconsin.  Joyce Carol Oates has written award-winning novels, short stories, plays, poetry, and essays.  She currently resides in Princeton, New York with her husband and teaches creative writing at Princeton University and co-edits The Ontario Review.  
The book “After the Wreck, I picked myself up, spread my wings, and Flew Away” was published in 2006 is about a high school freshman named Jenna who experiences a tragic car accident while riding in the passenger seat of her mother’s car.  While her mother does not survive the car accident, Jenna has to go through physical therapy to improve her health both physically and mentally.  Jenna wants nothing to do with her father, who divorced her mother at a young age, so she moves to New Hampshire to live with her aunt and uncle.  Jenna is like any typical high school transfer student, she doesn’t feel comfortable at all.  So, as an outlet to release her pain and comfort level Jenna steals OxyContin from her uncle without him knowing.  Not only does Jenna have substance problems, but her new friend, Trina, also has substance problems.  It takes two near-disasters for Jenna to tentatively open up to her classmate Crow and face her fears and grief.  This book really does make you think about relationships and more importantly makes you reflect on who you are as a person.  Joyce Carol Oates does an excellent job keeping the reader’s interest.  Not only does the reader feel sympathy towards the characters in the book, the reader also has anger for some of the words and actions displayed by various characters.  While I don’t agree with everything that the characters do in the novel, I personally think that this is a fast paced novel that many teenagers can connect to.  Even though I didn’t share the ending, I highly recommend that young adults, parents/guardians, and teachers read this book.  I also look forward to reading other books by Joyce Carol Oates.  This weekend I placed my order for two other books written by Joyce Carol Oates that include: “Big Mouth and Ugly Girl,” and “Freaky Green Eyes.”   Remember, if you read four of the twenty-two Abraham Lincoln books for the 2008-2009 school year you are eligible to vote in February.  Keep on reading West!         

