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Want to Earn Some Extra Credit???
Directions:  

1. Complete and print the following document.  (You can either type your response, or write out the answers after you print the document).
2. This is your extra credit assignment, so you are not to share the assignment or your response with anyone else.

3. Do not tell your classmates about the assignment.  (Ms. Ramey and Ms. Shelton want to see how many students view the website and complete this extra credit opportunity).

4. Complete the extra credit assignment by Tuesday, December 9, 2008.

5. The extra credit assignment needs to first be done individually, then you will meet with Ms. Ramey or Ms. Shelton to finalize your project.  (Unless, you have your own Mac).  
6.  In order to complete this assignment you will need to use the following resources: your completed SSR book from our class from quarter 1 or 2, your reading data log sheet, this response sheet, and a Podcast created on a Mac computer.

For this assignment you are going to write a book talk script that you will then use to create a Podcast so that other students and teachers at Joliet West can listen to.  

This assignment will show that you have read your SSR book, you can write a book review using Proper English, you can communicate effectively, and you can use current technology to share your thoughts and ideas with others.   

Book Talk
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A book talk is an enticing description of a book.  It is not a book report or a review.  The purpose of the talk is to make the listener want to read the book!

As you read, take notes.  Write down the author, title, a write down the plot and the page numbers of specific scenes that you might use in the talk.  The first sentence is the most difficult to write, so write the rest of the talk first and then come back to the first sentence.  The title and author should be the first and last thing mentioned in the talk.

When you give a book talk, you should use specific scenes, but don’t give away the entire plot.  Build up to the climax, and then stop.  This should leave everyone else wanting to read the book.  If you have information about the author’s life that you want to add, that’s a good idea.  

There are three unbreakable rules when giving a book talk:

1. Do NOT tell the ending.

2. Do NOT try to talk about a book you haven’t read.

3. Practice before you give the talk in front of an audience/Podcast.  Time yourself, your talk should be no more than five minutes, start to finish.

You might want to use some of these suggestions for your talk:

· Who is the author and something about the author’s background?

· Is the story fiction or non-fiction?






         

· What was the main idea of the book?

· How did the story make you feel?

· What did you learn that was interesting?

· Was there anything you disliked about the book?

· Would you read more about this topic or by the same author?

· How would you rate this book compared to others you have read?

· Would this be a good book to assign for a whole class to read?  Which class?

· How do the characters in this novel relate to the people you know?

· Would you recommend this book?  Why or why not?

After you complete your script see Ms. Ramey or Ms. Shelton to schedule a time (7 minutes) to record your Podcast.  Recordings can be made before school, after school, during 5A, or 7th period.
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